Travellers in India

accused, he was acquitted. In the case of a very
slight offence, a fine was inflicted, or the culprit
was sold as a slave, the proceeds in either case
going to the governor. In the case of women
offenders, fines alone were inflicted, death never.
If a woman of noble family offended against
the law of her sect, the king usually ordered her
to be sold as a slave, a sentence which her rela-
tions, to avoid disgrace, generally, with the full
approval of the king, prevented being carried
out by killing her.

Varthema gives an interesting account of the
proper ritual for the recovery of debt, which is
well worth quoting. " Let us suppose," he says,
" the case that someone has to pay me twenty-
five ducats, and the debtor promises me to pay
them many times, and does not pay them; I,
not being willing to wait any longer, nor to give
him any indulgence, shall take a green branch
in my hand, shall go softly behind the debtor,
and with the said branch shall draw a circle on
the ground surrounding him, and if I can en-
close him in the circle, I shall say to him these
words three times:c Brarnini raza pertha polle/
i.e., I command you by the head of the Brah-
mins and of the king, that you do not depart
hence until you have paid me and satisfied me
as much as I ought to have from thee. And he
will satisfy me or truly he will die there without
any other guard* And should he quit the said
circle and not pay me, the king would put him
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